NEWBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

NEWBURY, VERMONT

7:00 pm Baldwin Library Wells River, Vt.

MINUTES: 
Stephanie Taylor, Jill Hill, Ami Norton, Mike Thomas 

DATE  August 12th 2014 7:00 pm Baldwin Library Wells River, Vt.
PUBLIC TIME/VISITERS: Carol Stoll 
CORRESPONDENCE: Mary Childs WRNRCD E-Mailed about the plan for fall Knotweed Treatment

NCC COMMITTEES REPORTS:
1. Wells River Nature trails; Mike has been putting time in working on the trails system this summer, The Boltonville trail and the Blue Mt. trails have been cleaned up an are in good shape.

2. Cross Vermont Trail-CVT; Ami, Carroll, and Mike hosted the America Hiking Society workers to a cookout in Groton State Park Wednesday August 6th. 9 folks from 7 different states  enjoyed the evening at Owls Head in Groton 
3.Wells River Study Group; See attached E-Mail copy from August 11th 2014  NCC discused and agreed to move forward with Mary's ideas. 
4.Seasonal Projects,
· Paddle the boarded,   October 5th Working on PR for event. Jim said he could work Newbury landing agin this year, Mike is getting flyers out and working of a press release. 
·  Trails Day Work Day,
· Fall Foliage Bicycle Ride, September 27th  Ami and Carol are looking into planing the cookout for the riders. Mike is working on PR for the event 
5. Newbury Planning Board Update; Mike reported from the Planning Board minutes that they are working on the new Flood plain language. Mike will try to get NCC members more info on Planning Boards activates. Mike reports his frustration in getting the minutes of the Planning Board meeting but not an agenda so NCC can plain to participate .
6.Town Land Management Plan; John Fogarty and Mike Thomas attended the  July 30th selectboard meeting, Woodchuck Mt property was discussed. the following is the minutes from that meeting:
Kate Willard and Philo Marcotte of VT Dept. of Forests, Parks, & Recreation discussed the status of the Woodchuck Mountain property, requesting and receiving confirmation that the Town does want to move forward on the project.  Atty. Gavin Reid reviewed the progress made to resolve boundary questions.  There are no outstanding claims by abutters.  He recommended that the Town authorize him and surveyor Byron Kidder to work with the State to draft a proposal for final transfer of the property.

 

Michael Thomas of the Conservation Commission reported that he spoke with John Narowski who wishes to renew his sugaring lease.  The Board could foresee no issues preventing a renewal.   Kate Willard stated that her department is prepared to extend the lease until the Town assumes ownership of the property.

 

As moved by B. Emerson and seconded by S. Cole, the Board authorized Atty. Gavin Reid and Byron Kidder to prepare a proposal, with cooperation from the VT Dept. of Forests, Parks, & Recreation, for transferring ownership of Woodchuck Mountain to the Town.  Mr. Fogarty, Atty. Reid, Mr. Hausman, Ms. Willard, Mr. Marcotte, Mr. Kidder, and Mr. Thomas exited the meeting.

Web-Site: Mike will get with Dianne about the new rules for meeting and posting the agenda, and minutes on the web- site. 
NEW BUSINESS: Mike discussed the new open meeting laws and guidance from Alma and the Selctboard .
Stephanie, as a member of the Connecticut River Watershed Council  reported on their meeting. one point of concern was posting of river no-wake zones [ speed limts] and how this info is not posted well at the boat launch. It was agreed to look in to who to contact about this for the Newbury area. 
NEXT TIME:   Sept 9th 7;00 Baldwin Library Wells River, Vt.
